ESAWC NEWSLETTER

East of Scotland Association for Wildfowling & Conservation

Club Responds to Weathe r

Positive reaction to severe
weather restraint

Wildfowlers were understandably disappointed

when the coldest weather for many years led to
sport being disrupted in early January. In
accordance with agreed procedures, BASC ¢  alled
for wildfowlers in Scotland to exercise restraint

once it was clear that the countdown to a

statutory suspension had commenced.

The club issued guidance to members regarding
the implementation of this request and, from the
responses of members, it wa s clear that those in
the east of Scotland fully appreciated the need for
restraint. Indeed, many had already stopped
shooting before the BASC announcement was
made.

Whereas some fowlers in the south  -west of
Scotland doubted, initially at least, whether a
nationwide restriction was required, by the time a
statutory order had been signed, taking effect

from 5 ™ January, all were agreed that the weather
conditions required positive action in the interests
of the welfare of our quarry species and other
shorebi rds.

Throughout this period the secretary kept
members apprised of news and developments by
e-mail, text message and by announcements in
the private club section of the Wildfowling Forum.
We want to thank all our members for the very
responsible way in whi ch they observed those
restrictions.

Club Website: www.scottish

February 2010
Volume 1, Issue 4

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Severe Weather Suspension
Annual General Meeting
Game Fairs

Conservation Project
Forthcoming Events
Contact Information

Club Merchandise

AW W DNDNPFP o

Reminder

Those members who had wildfowling permits for the
Local Nature Reserves in the clubOs area are
reminded that they must be completed and returned
to the appropriate authorities by the due date.

Please also send your Bag Return to the secretary as
soon as possible. Bag returns are mandatory for the
clubOs lease and should also be completed for all
foreshore shooting in the clubOs area irrespective of
whether a permit is required for the locations shot.
Information from club bag returns will only be used
anonymously to protect wildfowling.

A.G.M

The club®s Annual General Meeting was held in
Bathgate on Sunday 21 st February.

The minutes of the AGM will be sent out to members
shortly. We have three new membersonc  ommittee,
Ally Kennedy joins committee as Gundog officer and

we would like to thank Adam Mair for his sterling work

in this role during past year. Two new members, Peter
Quail and Tony Sadler were elected to the committee.
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ESAWC at the Fairs

We plan to have a full stand at the Scottish Game

Fair at Scone, near Perth,on 2 ", 3 and 4t July.

These fairs are an excellent way of showcasing our
club and bringing our activities to the attention of

a wider public. Especially now that our first
conservation project is up and running, we can
truly claim to  have earned our position as
Scotland®s most active local wildfowling club and
we expect a lot of interest at those country fairs.

However, we cannot achieve the desired impact
without a lot of hard work by a lot of our

members, so it is hoped that there w  ill be a good
response to the call for volunteers to make sure

that ESAWC Oputs on a good showO at Scone.

Please contact the Secretary or events officer if
you are able to give some time to help out at the
club stand during the game fair.
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Conservation Project

The clubOs Honorary President, Lord Strange, has
been instrumental in encouraging us to embark
upon a meaningful conservation project.

As all members will know, the mallard duck is one
species about which there is concern as WeBS
counts, for all their imperfections, do s eem to
suggest that there may be a decline in the wild
populations in the UK.

Releasing home -reared mallards, as once
encouraged by WAGBI, is now known to have
little benefit and it is far better to carry out
habitat improvements, control predators and
provide suitable nesting sites for wild ducks.

Several sites in Perthshire, Angus and Fife have
been identified that may be suitable for the
installation of nesting tubes. The committee
agreed expenditure on the construction of
cradles and tubes and itis hop  ed that other
conservation organisations and local schools can
be encouraged to support the project.

Andy Brown, ESAWC’s Conservation and Research Officer said, “As we enter our second year, with
well over 100 members, it is important that the Association moves to justify the inclusion of the
word ‘conservation’ in our title. This project will offer members the opportunity to become

involved in a practical and meaningful way.”

Vote in BASC Elections

By the time this Newsletter is published, nominations will have closed for election to the Council of
BASC. It is vital that wildfowling continues to be well represented on BASC’s governing body. For this
reason, ESAWC’s secretary, David de Gernier, is standing for election. Please vote for him if there is a
ballot. It is often said that our greatest enemy is apathy so, should there be more candidates than
vacancies on Council, please make sure that you play your part in getting David elected to represent our

sport.

Vote for David de Gernier
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Forthcoming Events

Dog and Gun Weekend

Balbirnie Estate, North of Glenrothes at Kirkforthar,

has very kindly offered the use of their land for both
the club’s Clay Shoot and Gundog Fun Day this year.

To facilitate attendance by members from farther
afield, it is hoped to run both events on the same
weekend and the planned dates are Clay shoot on

22" and gundog day on 23 May 2010. Once again it

is intended to incorporate the “Scottish Big Bore
Shoot” within our members’ clay shoot.

Young Shots Days

Thanks to a very generous offer by David Hendry, we
will be offering a Young Shots driven day at Cardney,
near Dunkeld, next season. This will be for Junior
Members of ESAWC and, to avoid the complications
of the Child Protection legislation, each young person
will require to be supervised by a parent or guardian.

Contact Information

A number of club officials now have dedicated e

Hon. Secretary
Safety Officer
Events Officer

Archie Gillespie

Conserv ation and Research Officer Andy Brown
Education Officer Mark Breeze
Gundog Officer Ally Kennedy
Fundraising Officer Neil Gunn
Public Relations/Press/Website Eric Begbie

David de Gernier

Cameron Wyllie
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It is also hoped to be able to arrange a Wildfowling
Course for Young Shots at some time during next
season. Dates will be notified to members as soon a
arrangements have been finalised.

Fishing Outings

Following last yearOs successful events, it is intended
to organise both fly -fishing and sea fishing outings
again this year. Dates & venues to follow.

Wildfowling Conference

David de Gernier will officia Ily represent the club at
BASCOs national Wildfowling Conference being held in
Sutton Coldfield in March. Eric Begbie will also attend
in his role as a member of the Wildfowling Liaison
Committee. Further details of the conference
programme are on the BASC website and any
ESAWC member wishing to book a place in an
individual capacity will find it a very interesting day.
The fee for day attendance is only £10, including

lunch and coffees.

-mail addresse s for club use. Details are as follows:

info@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
safety@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
events@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
conservation@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
education@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
gundogs@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
auction@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk
press@scottish -wildfowling.org.uk

Normally all written communications and membership enquiries should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary as

follows:

David de Gernier
45B Blairs Road, Letham, Angus, DD8 2PE
Phone: 01307 818080
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Club Merchandise & auction.

East of Scotland Association for Wildfowling &
Conservation now have their own Sporting Auction
web site and online shop. This is a fully fledged
auction site, and works in the same way as E bay.

ESAWC have two shops on the site. One selling the
club merchandise, the other is for our Sporting
Auction of donated items.

The fees for listing and selling, and the charges for
running a shop are much lower than E bay. Other
advantages over eBay are,

1) Although eBay gets millions of visitors, very few of
them are likely to be looking for shooting / hunting /
fishing items. So this site is aimed at a more specific
target customer.

2) E bay will not allow the sale of items we are
looking to buy and sell. Guns / ammunition / re-
loading supplies / dogs etc. This site will be able to
sell those things. The only things we are putting
restriction on is No selling of home-load
ammunition, and no recipes or loading data. Also no
pirated or copy-write media.

3) E bays charges are expensive. The amount of
money they take for listing and final sale
commission, plus monthly charges for a shop is
prohibitive for small businesses or individuals trying
to make a profit.

To avoid spammers and con merchants, the site will
have a NOMINAL registration charge of £1. This is
not to make money, but is to ensure that anyone
buying or selling has been verified as being real
people who have given proper contact and Paypal
details. This £1 charge is payable via Paypal, before
full access to site is given. All profits from listing and
selling fees, merchandise sales from ESAWC shop and
profits from donated sporting auction items are
going straight to ESAWC club funds to help in
running the club and paying for our conservation and
land lease / purchase plans.

To access the site, please go to
www.esawc.co.uk/auction and register. Once you
have paid your £1 and registered you will have full
access to browse, buy and sell. To work, this site
needs as many people as possible to register.

Donations for this years Sporting Auction URGENTLY
needed now. We did very well last year so let's see if
we can do better this year.

All donations can be notified to the Secretary at
info@scottish-wildfowling.org.uk
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Membership fees 2010/11

The following fees were agreed at the AGM.

Our BASC and ESAWC membership year runs from 1st
May 2010 to 30th April 2011.

Renewed Member................. £66 ( This includes
BASC membership )

New Member............c....c....... £86 (includes £20
one-off joining fee) This is pro rata according to
BASC fee and which month member joins. ( This
includes BASC membership )

Junior member..................... £22 ( Now up to
21lyears of age. ) ( This includes BASC membership )

Associate Member............... £20 (can be taken as
joining fee should they take full membership next
year) ( This DOES NOT include BASC membership )

Please note: Completed membership form, due
fees and bag return should be sent to Secretary by
5 April 2010 to allow for paying club members
BASC affiliation fees by 20 April.

Scottish Wildfowling Clubs’
Joint Council Meeting:
March 13™ 2010.

ESAWC Chairman Bill McIntosh &
Secretary David de Gernier will attend
this meeting as representatives of the
club. ESAWC member Dr Richard
Shelton will give a presentation to the
meeting, Wildfowling reminisces -
Scotland and further afield.



